
Further revised (2nd Review) Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) for 
Gloucestershire

1. Introduction

1.1 A Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is a statutory planning document 
that outlines the consultation and engagement methods that councils will use 
when involving interested residents, groups, organisations, businesses, and other 
representatives and individuals in the planning process. It explains who will be 
consulted, when and how in the preparation of planning policy documents, 
including the development plan and the consideration of planning applications.

1.2 All local planning authorities are required by law to prepare an SCI for their area 
and keep it under review at least every five years.

1.3 The SCI for Gloucestershire County Council was first adopted back in December 
2005.  A revised SCI was adopted at the end of March 2013.  The revision was 
prepared to reflect significant reforms to the planning system brought about by the 
Localism Act 2011.

1.4 Following changes to Planning Regulations which came into force in early 2018, a 
scoping review of the revised SCI was conducted by officers.  This concluded that 
a further revised (2nd Review) SCI should be produced.  In March 2019, the Lead 
Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning endorsed an officer proposal to 
produce a further revised (2nd Review) SCI for Gloucestershire.  However, before 
such a document can be recommended for adoption it must undergo a period of 
public consultation and review by Planning Committee.

1.5 This report introduces to Planning Committee the further revised (2nd Review) SCI 
for Gloucestershire and explains the key areas for change proposed by officers. 

2.0 Proposed changes to the (1st Review) Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI) for Gloucestershire

2.1 The proposed further revised (2nd Review) SCI for Gloucestershire acknowledges 
a number of legislative reforms and implementation updates that have taken place 
since 2013.  New references have been included to reflect the relevant 
consultation-related requirements linked to the General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR), Environmental Information Regulations (EIR) and the Duty 
to Cooperate (DtC),which was first introduced through the Localism Act 2011.

2.2 The further revised (2nd Review) SCI includes a number of text changes to better 
reflect the potential broadening out of the County Council’s involvement in plan 
making beyond minerals and waste matters 1.  There is a new section that outlines 
the County Council’s consultation standards for Supplementary Planning 
Documents (SPDs).  An SPD is a local document aimed at providing more 
detailed advice on policies already contained in an adopted local plan. SPDs are 

1 County Councils are now recognised as a plan-making authority who responsibilities can be extended beyond minerals and waste matters under 
provisions of the Neighbourhood Planning Act.2017



not part of the local development plan but are recognised as material 
considerations in decision–making.  Previously, the revised  (1st Review) SCI for 
Gloucestershire was silent on local consultation standards covering SPDs and 
relied upon meeting the minimum consultation requirements set out in national 
planning regulations.

2.3 Cultural trends coupled with technological advancements have also had an 
influence on the review of the revised SCI.  Most significantly there has been a 
continuing shift away from traditional engagement such as letter notifications and 
making available hard copies at physical deposit locations throughout the County.

2.4 The further revised (2nd Review) SCI proposes to remove the Council’s 
commitment to making hard copies of all consultation documents available at all of 
Gloucestershire’s libraries (40 + locations).  This is largely due to communication 
infrastructure improvements that have been made at Gloucestershire’s libraries in 
the recent past, which have increased accessibility to free bookable computers.  
Library computers also now include magnification software and speech and Braille 
support for people with sight-impairment.  Continuing to provide hard copies is 
considered to be inefficient and unnecessarily duplicates access to consultation 
information.  It would require the continuation of public expenditure in the region of 
£4,000 for each consultation to cover paper and printing and would also generate a 
carbon footprint of around 1 ton per consultation event2.

2.5 A further change is proposed in respect of the categories of consultees and the list 
of individual organisations that the County Council is committed to engage with 
during plan-making.  The changes reflect the re-organisation and name changes of 
government and non-governmental bodies and the increasing importance of 
demonstrating how the County Council is responding to its Duty to Cooperate (DtC) 
responsibilities.

2.6 For determining planning applications, additional advice is proposed to confirm the 
County Council’s default position on the confidentiality of paid pre-application 
advice.  Further local guidance is also presented to clarify how the County Council 
will consult  and notify about proposed developments that may require an 
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA).  The latter has been included to reflect 
revisions to the regulatory regime for EIAs brought about in 20173.

2.7 Finally, a new sub-section covering potential Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects (NSIPs) proposed within Gloucestershire has also been prepared.  This 
explains the County Council’s role in NSIP applications and sets out a 
commitment to actively encourage prospective applicants to apply the Council’s 
standards when carrying out community engagement.

2.8 A draft copy of the further revised (2nd Review) SCI for Gloucestershire is 
appended to this report.  

2 This figure is based on the full life-cycle analysis (i.e. production, recycling and eventual disposal) of nearly 800 sheets of recycled A4 paper 
printed and then duplicated 40 times to distribution to all Gloucestershire-based libraries. Transportation has not been included in this 
assessment. For comparison purchase the carbon footprint is same as the energy used for an average house for up to 28 days 
3 The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017



3. Next Steps

3.1. In March 2019, the Lead Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning endorsed 
an officer proposal to carry out public consultation for the further revised (2nd 
Review) SCI for Gloucestershire.  Officers intend to carry out this consultation in 
late autumn 2019 / early winter 2020.

3.2. Following the cessation of the public consultation, officers will consider whether 
any further changes to the document will be required in response to the 
representations received.  The Lead Cabinet Member for Environment and 
Planning will consider any further changes proposed.  These further changes will 
then be reported back to Planning Committee for review.

3.3. A Cabinet report will then be prepared to update on the preparation of the further 
revised (2nd Review) SCI for Gloucestershire including both the outcome of the 
public consultation and review by Planning Committee.  The Cabinet report will 
seek a formal resolution for the County Council to adopt the further revised (2nd 
Review) SCI for Gloucestershire.

4. Recommendation

4.1. It is recommended that Planning Committee notes the intention of the Director: 
Communities and Infrastructure to: -

 prepare a further revised (2nd Review) Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) for Gloucestershire and provide an eight week period of 
public consultation thereon as soon as is practicable;

 report upon the results of the public consultation to the Planning Committee 
prior to finalising the further revised SCI; and

 prepare a Cabinet report to recommend the adoption of the document by 
the County Council

CONTACT OFFICER DETAILS:

Robin Drake – Principal Planning Officer | Minerals & Waste Policy
Telephone: 01452 425682
Email: m-wplans@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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